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INTRODUCTION 
 
Every project requires approval from various authorities at different stages of development. 
Under the Uniform Building By-Laws of the Street, Drainage and Building Act 1974 (Act 133), a 
developer has to first obtain Building Plan or Temporary Building Permit approvals before the 
commencement of construction work on site. These submissions ensure the buildings comply 
with the stipulated building laws and regulations to provide a safe and healthy living environment. 
The approvals are imperative that if one has begun any construction on site while yet acquired 
the Building Plan or Temporary Building Permit approval, they are considered to breach the law. 
 
 
BUILDING PLAN SUBMISSION 
 
Building Plan Submission usually applies to permanent building works such as commercial 
buildings, schools, shops, offices, factories, and houses. The submission will usually be made on 
new-build projects with full building details and structural calculations of proposed building work 
to be submitted for approval before construction works begin. While applying for Building Plan, 
Development Order (DO) is always required. All departments of respective local authorities and 
external departments are involved. Approval for concurrent application will take a maximum of 6 
months for all the processes to be completed. The implementation of OSC (One Stop Centre) 
has accelerated the whole application process. The application for approval of Building Plan 
Submission is generally accompanied by fees calculated according to the First Schedule of the 
Uniform Building By-Laws 1984 Section 3 (1)(a), 12 (1), 19 (2), 26 and 29. The fees mainly 
depend on floor area and type of premises constructed.  
 
Fees for consideration of plans submitted for approval in respect of new buildings shall be 
computed as followed: 
 

No Floor Unit Rate Minimum 

1 Ground Floor RM7.00/9m2 Min RM 70.00 

2 1st Floor RM6.00/9m2 Min RM 60.00 

3 2nd Floor RM5.00/9m2 Min RM 50.00 

4 3rd Floor RM4.00/9m2 Min RM 40.00 

5 4th Floor and above or basement storey 
(other than an open basement) 

RM3.00/9m2 Min RM 30.00 

Table 1: Fees for Consideration of Plans Submitted 

 
The submission requirements usually depend on the local departments. Different departments of 
the local authority in different district areas have different checklists for Building Plan Submission. 
Generally, the submission requires plan fee proof payment, fee calculation sheets with working 
calculations details as well as building plans endorsed by Architect/ Engineer including key plan, 
site plan, floor plan, roof plan and elevation plan (front, rear, and side). 
 
 
TEMPORARY BUILDING PERMIT 
 
Temporary Building Permit is typically issued by the local authority for the erection of temporary 
buildings such as temporary worker accommodations, site offices, show houses, project 
signage, hoardings, and safety fences. It is also applied for certain works involved in the 
construction of new buildings such as store materials and deposition of building materials on the 
street. When applying for Temporary Building Permit, no Development Order (DO) is required 
and not all departments of respective local authorities are involved. Only relevant departments of 
respective local authorities will be engaged, however, the Local Authority Building Department 



 

and Local Authority Engineering Department will always be involved. The external department 
may involve if necessary and this will be given advice by the local authorities during the pre-
consult stage. It usually takes about 4 months for Temporary Building Permit to be successfully 
approved. For plan submitted for approval on a temporary annum to annum basis, one half of the 
fee as in the Building Plan Submission shall be payable. The following fees shall be payable for 
the Temporary Building Permits issued under by- law 19: 
 

Shed for shows RM50.00/ day 

Place for worship RM20.00/ day 

Depositing building materials on streets with the 
consent of the local authority 

RM18.00/ m2/ month  

Builder’s working shed store or other shed in 
connection with new buildings 

RM100.00/ shed/ 6 months 

Scaffolding erected on a street RM50.00/ scaffold pole/ month 

Staging, framework, platform or temporary 
structure of any kind erecting on a roof abutting 
street 

RM50.00/ month 

Hoarding on streets or footways in connection 
with building works 

RM3.00/m of street or footway/ month 

Any building for which a temporary permit has 
been issued under paragraph (2) 

RM5.00/ 9m2/ year @min RM50.00/ permit 
being renewable on 1 Jan each year 

Table 2: Fees Payable for the Temporary Building Permits 

 
The submission requirements for Temporary Building Permit typically depend on the local 
departments that different local departments in different district areas have their checklists for 
Temporary Building Permit. Generally, the submission requires plan fee proof payment, fee 
calculation sheets with working calculations details as well as building plans certified by 
Architect/ Engineer including key plan, site plan, floor plan, roof plan and elevation plan (front, 
rear and side). 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 

 Building Plan Submission Temporary Building Permit 

Usage  Commercial buildings, 
schools, shops, offices, 
factories and houses. 

 Temporary worker 
accommodations, site offices, 
show houses, project signage, 
hoardings, and safety fences. 
 

Process  Development Order (DO) is 
required.  

 All local departments and 
external departments are 
involved (approximate 11 
departments). 

 

 No Development Order (DO) is 
required. 

 Only relevant local departments 
involved and external 
department may involve if 
necessary (approximate 5 
departments). 
 

Approval 
Period 

 Approximate 6 months.  Approximate 4 months. 
 

Submission 
Fee 

 According to the First 
Schedule of the Uniform 
building By-Laws 1984 
Section 3 (1)(a), 12 (1), 19 
(2), 26 and 29 (as viewed in 
Table 1). 

 Refer to Table 2. 

 Rule of thumbs: 50% of Building 
Plan Submission fee shall be 
payable. 

 

 
 



 

CONCLUSION 
 
In a nutshell, different local authorities will have their different checklists and procedures for 
Building Plan Submission and Temporary Building Permit. Hence, to avoid confusion, it is 
advised to first consult with the Professional Architects or Engineers for further information before 
any submission. 
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